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DESIGN STRATEGY
The strategy is a conclusion of our observations, analyses, 
case studies and interactions combined with the dream 
spaces that the women have shared with us. Using their 
dream spaces as a vision we have formulate a strategy on 
how to design these spaces. 

Creating as many synnergy effects as possible, the dream 
spaces can help to solve more of the issues that we have 
found during the research. It is a combination of social 
and more concrete issues - often connected to each other.

The programmes were created through a number of inter-
views and a workshop with a group of women called Dada’s 
connect, a small sisterhood organisation in Korochogo. We 
discussed the issues and dreams. How the streets could be 
reclaimed, how they can become an inclusive public space, 

 through the eyes of a woman

“it is about creativity and  
empowerment, with the intention

 to show and highlight the woman’s 
perspective of the society”

Dadas connect 
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Issues
why?

isolation

Isolation is one of the biggest issues in Korogocho. Lack of 
working possibilities, no public meeting spaces and a traditional 
culture where the woman is tightly connected to the running 
of the home and the family, leads to the fact that many women 
are not leaving their houses. Men, on the other hand, are not 
affected by this to the same degree. Even though they might 
lack work or occupation, they are still claiming the public space 

as their living room, getting out of the house. 

Due to the high density there are almost no public spaces 
apart from the streets. Private actors are claiming almost every 
possible open space - and due to the informality there are no 

regulations to prevent this.

Many of the inhabitants in Korogocho are living below the 
poverty line, and the living conditions are very poor. The 
unemployment rates are high and many people are struggling 

from one day to another to provide for their families. 

Proper systems for water and sanitation is lacking, which leads 
to the spreading of diseases. The ditches are clogged, trash is 
dumped on the streets or in the already highly contaminated 
river and smoke from Dandora dump site is polluting the air. 

There is a sense of hopelessness in Korogocho and a sense 
of short term thinking, which leads to a lack of care for the 
surroundings. The value of taking care of the commons is not 
seen, and if there is no economical incentive there is a high risk 

of people not doing anything at all. 

Korogocho is divided into seven villages, all with different 
characteristics. Different tribes tends to stay together. There 
is also a hierarchy amongst the villages, where some are 
considered more safe and organised while others are dangerous 

and even more informal. 

poverty

trash & pollution

lack of care

lack of public space

territories
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Vision
what?

create network of public spaces 

create a social network 
with role models

improve security, 
all day

create livelihood opportunities

improve environmental 
conditions 

establish a sense of 
inclusiveness and care

create physical connections 
and social interaction

$
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Strategy
how?

utilize the grey infrastructure
improving the blue infrastructure

several public space nodes, 
connected in a network

additions in different scales, 
developing over time

using already functioning systems 
as generators for new public spaces

synergies, circularity

give trash a value

local knowledge
local resources

local labour

Ensuring that the public spaces are connected, they all become 
part of a new social infrastructure that creates security, 
continuity and inclusivity. This forms new relationships between 
people and creates new possibilities to link communities. 
Taking advantage of the female coded activities to create public 

female networks.  

Take advantage of well-functioning activities, such as water 
stations and dumps, to ensure productive spaces and instant 

development.

All parts in a network are crucial and needs to be respected from 
the personal level to community level. Setting a framework that 
allows this interventions to develop organically over time is the 

key to sustainable public spaces. 

Use the streets and the grey infrastructure as base to extend the 
public space. By adding another layer of the blue infrastructure, 
these spaces have a higher probability to improve living 
conditions, add value, and create a reason for everyone to claim 

the public space.

Create a program with economic interests will ensure the 
sustainability and maintenance of the space. Creating a circular 
system with possible synergy effects will make the interventions 

more efficient.

Giving trash a value and recognize it as a resource benefits the 
environment and increase the sense of care for the area. The 
collection and the upcycling of trash creates a possible income. 

The upcycled trash can later be used as design elements. 

Using local work force and local resources will benefit the 
economy of the community as well as creating a sense of 
ownership. It also becomes a possibility for knowledge to be 

passed on within the area.
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Interventions
how?

ENTRANCE

LAUNDRY

KITCHEN

The entry point from Kariobangi is connecting Korogocho 
to the larger context. This node aims at creating an exchange 
between the areas, as well as creating a meeting point, accessible 
and welcoming for everyone. The program includes flexible 
gathering spaces and a speakers corner. By adding activities for 
children, the place is more inclusive both for kids and women. 
The connection to the dump sites is providing a possibility to 
work with upcycling, recycling and compost. This could be a 
way of creating a cleaner environment and at the same time 
providing livelihood, materials for construction and creating a 

sense of care for the surroundings. 

Using the activities connected to laundry to activate streets that 
are currently male dominated. By adding more people (women) 
on the street, the areas will be safer and can used for bigger part 
of the day, as well as in the evening. The laundry facilities can 
be used for both private purposes and for business. The build 
environment is going to include structures for shade, seating and 
flexible divisions of the space, making the space sustainable and 
multifunctional. A well, collecting the waste water is working as 

engine for the cleaning of the drainage system. 

By creating outdoor kitchens, a unnecessarily private activity 
is put in the public room, creating a female network.  The 
kitchens are placed in active spots, maximizing the number of 
possible users. The trash is used as fuel for cooking, the food 
waste is used as animal food or decomposed. The earth from 
the compost is sold to flower farms. Waste water is collected and 
used as an engine for the cleaning of the drainage system. The 
new blue infrastructure creates a link between the different 
sites, that now all becomes parts in the network. The build 
environment includes structures for shade, protection from 

rain, kitchen facilities, counters and seating. 
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES
How can the local materials available and the traditional 
techniques be used to suit the specific needs in this con-
text? These design principles are showing possible ways to 
use the material, respecting the vernacular as well as add-
ing another layer. The principles can be used as a tool for 
designing, but are not to be read as parts of a puzzle, they 
need to be altered considering the existing context and the 
builders own knowledge. 

The design principles are all constructed with the thought 
of security and permanence, both very important in the 
context of open spaces in informal settlements. Our build-
ing technology is based on case studies of local architects,  
such as KDI that we have been meeting with and taken 
part of their work.

“if ten people can make the 
same work as one machine 

- it is always better to choose 
the ten people”

Jack Campbell, 
KDI Architects
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ventilated brick wall solid brick wall with bench climbing brick wall

extrovert bench 

introvert bench 

roof for higher structuresroof for lower structures

platform with brick floorplatform with recycled tiles
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Permanence & Security 
A platform, an elevated surface, defines the boundary and cre-
ates a feeling of importance. Furniture is fixed, with the impres-
sion that it is extruded from the surface, making it lasting and 
not be stolen. Permanence is important in this context. Safety 
is also important to consider; walls are constructed in differ-
ent heights and transparency in order to create more open or 
closed spaces. A back wall helps to define a boundary, securing 
the open space of the node. Walls can double as climbing walls, 
storage or art walls.

Smaller Additions 
Permanent areas for seating is completely lacking today, and is 
highly requested. Finding double use and double programs for 
these areas is important to make the most of the additions. Con-
tinuing on the thought of safety and socialisation the elements 
should be design to be both introvert and extrovert, to provide 
possibilities to choose if one wants to interact or not, or if one 
wants to face other people or not.   

Materials 
- Machine cut stone & bricks - the stones are 30x24x24 cm and 
  cut from the local quarry, the bricks are sun-dried and made in 
  the area. Both are sold at the market in Korogocho. 
- Pillars- can be constructed both of wood  (if it is available) or 
  with steel for a more permanent solutions, depending on cost 
  and availability. 
- Roof - made of sheets of corrugated steel, cheap, available and 
 durable. 

The machine cut stones are cladded, with different mixes de-
pending on the use of the structure. On larger surfaces, such 
as the floors, the local sand is mixed with concrete and cladded 
on the stones. On smaller surfaces with high use, for example 
some of the benches and the counters, a traditional technique 
is used. A mix of lime plaster, sand and water is applied and 
polished with soap to make a hard, durable surface. 

1.     adding roofing
        corrugated steel
2.     adding structure for roof
        steel or wood,  (availability)
3.     adding furniture
        stones cladded with clay

4.     elevation of slab
        stones cladded with clay
5.     ground treatment
        stones mixed with concrete
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THE NETWORK
Through case studies on similar areas in Nairobi we have 
realized that designing isolated sites would not be enough. 
By creating a network, with multiply nodes, we have the 
opportunity to solve more than one issue. Identifying trash 
and grey water as resources, and using them as generators 
in a new network will create upgraded streets and a sus-
tainable system. To achieve our vision about the inclusive 
public these nodes needs to be designed for the ones that 
currently lacks a voice in the public – women & children.  
The nodes should all be spaces for this group to leave the 
home, to take part of the public realm.  

“We need to think about the whole picture, 
about connectivity. There is often more than 
one thing that can be done at the same time”

Mark Ojal
Urban Designer, UN Habitat
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Synergy Effects 
The need for creating synergy effects also gives an 
opportunity to work with some of the other issues such as 
poor drainage and the lack of trash collection. Referring 
to Tom Avermaeten’s thoughts about unlocking the 
common pool resources, trash is identified as a resource, 
giving it a value through using it as a generator in the 
new network. 

Avermaeten also states that the unlocking of the common 
resources can’t be done by one individual, that it needs 
to grow from a cooperation of many individuals, that 
projects needs to be initiated and driven from the local 

community rather than the single individual or state, 
also arguing for the idea of a network grown from the 
community. Identifying trash and grey water as resources, 
and using them as generators in a new network will create 
upgraded streets and a sustainable system. 

To achieve our vision about the inclusive public, these 
nodes needs to be designed for the ones that currently 
lacks a voice in the public – the women and children.  
The nodes should create opportunity for this group leave 
the home, to take part of the public realm. 
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Hub - Generator trash
Trash hubs are evenly spread out over the area, collecting the 
trash that ends up on the streets and in the ditches. The hubs 
both acts as collectors, filtering the water and the trash, and as 
small drying rooms. The brick structure that make up the walls 
is perforated and the roof is elevated, in order to ventilate the 
room as much as possible. The unit is placed to let as much of 
the wind, that is mostly northern, pass through the structure. 

The trash is picked up from the ditch, and put on drying nets in 
the hub, where it is left for 7 days to dry before transported to 
the kitchen nodes. Half of the hub is emptied every third day, 
always having one side that is drier than the other. Maintaining 
the hubs provides occupation to a number of the residents. 

Well - generator water
The system of ditches is upgraded, making it continuous and 
well constructed. In at least 16 spots through out the network 
there are wider parts of the ditch, called wells. They are 
collecting the water - and the trash that flows in the water. The 
water is released by removing the blockage every day, or when 
necessary. This more concentrated flow of water creates a flush-
ing effect, preventing the trash to clog the water. Something 
that is an issue today when the water is flowing to slow for it to 
be able to flush the ditches.  

The wells are situated in between the hubs, flushing the wa-
ter to the hubs where the trash is removed. The wells are also 
placed in connection to other water-related activities, such as 
piki-piki washing stations for example. When these activities 
aren’t happening at the same side of the road as the ditch, a 
concrete pipe is put down, connecting the two sides of the road. 
This pipe is later cladded with asphalt and painted - acting both 
as a zebra crossing and a speed bump. 
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POTENTIAL NODES

The potential nodes are places along the streets, in the 
edge zone, places we identified as spots where public 
spaces possibly could be situated. They could become 
nodes in the new network of Korogocho and are places 
where the edge zone is not used, or not used in the best 
possible way. They often have a connection to already ex-
isting infrastructural systems, such as water tanks, large 
street lights, schools or shops.

Some are situated on busy streets taking advantage of the 
flow of people. Others are on calmer streets, and therefore 
more suited for programs that are attracting many people, 
aiming at activating the street. 

“We need to think about the 
whole picture, about connectivity”
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THE NODE 
The entrance node is situated on the border to the surrounding 
lower income area Kariobangi, and is acting as a connector be-
tween the areas and a generator for the network in Korogocho. 
The scale and the place of this zone is allows this node to host 
a large program.

THE BUILT PROGRAMME
- a big hall, with flexible divisions
- a central speakers corner, with small stages 
- a clearly visible art wall- stage and a platform
-  a small playground
- an open reception for trash collection
- a ventilated drying room for drying the trash
- an open reception for laundry collection 

THE SOCIAL PROGRAMME
- gathering spaces for groups, study spaces
- chance to make ones voice heard, in an informal way
- communication of messages or information
- spontaneously events and more organized productions
- child friendly spaces
- interaction, both internal and between different areas

THE COLLECTOR FOR THE NETWORK
Some of the buildings on the site - the trash & laundry recep-
tion and the drying room acts as generators for the network. 
The are all the starting points for the systems of water and trash 
fuelling the network. 

KITCHEN AND TRASH
One of the main synergy effects in the network strategy is to 
give trash a value. This is done by firstly setting up a system 
for how to collect the trash. One way of doing this is to let the 
inhabitants collect their own waste and bring it to the trash 
-reception in exchange for a token. The token can later be used 
in the kitchen. Trash that have a possibility to be up-cycled 
is sorted out and taken care of and sold in the existing shops 
across the street. The remaining trash will be dried in the venti-
lated drying room for a week and later transported to the kitch-
en where it is burned, providing heat for the stove.

LAUNDRY AND WATER
At the laundry reception people can leave their dirty clothes, 
providing the inhabitants with a chance for an income, as well 
as creating interaction between the areas. Washing is later done 
at the laundry nodes. 

ENTRANCE
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DRYING ROOM
drying the trash in order to burn it

A ventilated structure where 
50% of the trash is dried for 7 
days before being transported to 
the kitchens, where it is burned 
in the stoves, turning the trash 

into a resource.

TRASH RECEPTION
exchange trash for tokens 

Where the inhabitants can ex-
change their trash for tokens, 
to be used for time at the stove 
in the kitchens. Trash that have 
a possibility to be up-cycled is 

sorted out and taken care of.

COMPOST
take care of the organic waste

One of many composts in the 
area, a showcase for the system. 
The organic waste is turned to 

soil, that is later sold to 
flower farms in the city.

PLAYGROUND
safe, child friendly spaces

Creating a child-friendly space 
and  provides an area for play 
that is secure. Children are tra-
ditionally the responsibility of 
the women, and where you find 
women you will find children.
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STAGE
culture and democracy 

An outdoor stage under the 
cantilever roof, can be used 
both for spontaneously events 
and for the more organized 
productions. The platform 
is providing a overview over 
this part of the settlement, a 
perspective that is missing in 
the homogeneous environment.

ENTRANCE HALL
multi-purpose gathering space

One big space that can be divid-
ed in smaller rooms, in order to 
provide spaces for all kinds of 
gatherings. The smaller, more 
open rooms can also be used 
for classes, study places etc. 
The middle part can be com-
pletely closed off, creating a 

safe and private place. 

SPEAKERS CORNER
informal speeches  

A group of seating furniture, 
that doubles as small stages, 
provides everyone with the 
possibility to make their voice 

heard, in a informal way. 

TALKING WALLS
culture and communication

Using the cultural expression 
of graffiti to communicate dif-
ferent messages. The artists 
and the paintings are changed 
on a regular basis, changing 
the responsibility for the main-

tenance of the small area. 

LAUNDRY RECEPTION
interaction and livelihood

The laundry reception is situated on 
the opposite side of the road, creating 
an entrance to the area. Inhabitants, 
both from Korogocho and the sur-
rounding areas can leave their laundry 
to be washed. This is both creating a 
social interaction between the areas, 
as well as a chance to earn money for 

the women in Korogocho.  

skala 1.300 (A3)

skala 1.300 (A3)
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transport of dry trash storage fill stove exchange token for pot

peeling preparing/waiting waiting socializing

compost washing return pot exit platform
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THE NODE 
The kitchen node is situated between the villages Kisumu 
Ndogo and Korogocho A, on a site surrounded by dwellings, a 
church and a school. 

THE BUILT PROGRAMME
- stove and oven
- places for peeling, cutting and preparing the food
- seating areas for preparing the food, and waiting
- facilities for dish washing 
- seating areas and furniture
- weather protected
- storage for the trash that is fuelling the stove
- storage for the pots 

THE SOCIAL PROGRAMME
- bring a private female coded activity in to the public
- work against the isolation of women
- provide women with the opportunity to meet & discuss
- create social networks
- create a possible income, if one sell the food
- create a safe space, a possibility to choose the level of exposure 

KITCHEN - TRASH AND HEAT 
The kitchen nodes are centred around the cycle of the trash. 
Dried trash, both from the hubs and from the drying room are 
brought to the kitchen. It is stored and later burned in the stove 
at a such a high temperature eliminating toxic substances. 
A token can be exchanged for time at the stove and a pot. 

This node is using the height difference to the road to create 
places for seating, preparing the food, selling the food and cre-
ating social interaction between the users. The platform itself 
is also higher, making it possible to use the edge as seating 
as well. Counters can double as benches, and can be designed 
both as extrovert and introvert, to provide different levels of 
protection. 

 
The floor is given different treatments depending on the pro-
gram, areas with lots of wear are here given a surface treatment 
where the concrete is mixed with recycled crushed tiles. The 
beams in the roof can be used as storage for the utensils and 
the gap created by the different height of the pillars is creating 
a natural ventilation. As one of the design principles, the site 
has a solid back wall, that is framing the place, defining and 
protecting the boundary of the node. 

KITCHEN
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BURNING TRASH
burning trash environmentally correct 

Burning the trash at 880 – 1200 degrees 
in the stove will generate heat energy for 

cooking and baking. 

EXCHANGE TOKEN
exchanged token for a pot

 
The tokens that one gets from the trash 
collection at the entrance node, can be 
exchanged for a pot, that is fitting the 
special stove. 2 tokens are used - one as 
“payment” and one as deposit for the pot. 

COLLECTED TRASH
trash as a generator 

The trash that has been collected and 
dried at the entrance node is brought to 
the kitchen where it is stored in a locked 

cabinet. This is done twice a day.  

COOKING & WAITING
exchanged token for a pot

 
The stove and the oven can be used by 
up to 4 persons at the same time. When 
waiting for the food to be ready there is a 

bench, close to the stove. 
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PREPARING FOOD
peeling, cutting etc.

 
All the necessary preparations can be 
done either on the kitchen platform or at 
the surrounding benches, depending on 
which level of exposition and socialisation 

one wants.  

WASH UP 
cleaning the borrowed pot

 
The pots and utensils used needs to be 
cleaned before being returned, in order 
to get the deposit back. The degradable 
food waste is put in the compost, and later 

transported back to the entrance node. 

EAT OR SELL 
a chance for making ones livelihood

 
The closeness to the market makes it pos-
sible to sell the food that has been cooked, 

if it wasn’t for personal purposes. 

skala 1.100 (A3)
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skala 1.100 (A3)
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1.  Brick 215x105x65 mm 
2.  Stone 300x230x230 mm 
3.  Concrete cladding using    
 local Nairobi red sand 
4. Footplate, 60° angle  
5. Steel pillar 40x40 mm 
6.  I-beam 
7.  Z-beam 
8. Corrugated steel sheets 
 connected with a L-bolt 

9. Community cooker, Nairobi based product 
10. Steal cooking plate frame
11. Iron frame for stove 
12. Insulation to combustion chamber
13. 2 mm metal sheet welted into frame
14. Oven 
15. Combustion camber 
16.  Brick insulating the cooker
17. Steel tube as chimney, 10 meter

18.  Concrete floor with crashed recycled   
 tiles for on surfaces with wear
19. Gutter made of bricks
20. Concrete cylinder Ø600 mm
21.  Tilting prefab concrete pipe

Built Heat Water

skala 1.50 (A3)
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Extrovert & Introvert

Movements and Interaction
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entering platform fill water in bucket carry water pour water in basin

washing round 1 empty old water
fill with filtered water

washing round 2 wring out water

pour out dirty water hang clothes wait and socialize collect dry laundry
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THE NODE 
The laundry node is situated between the villages Grogan B 
and Gitathuru. This place is a very calm, almost a backstreet 
and the node is aiming at creating more activity.   

THE BUILT PROGRAMME
- water tank
- laundry benches 
- drying racks
- seating areas and furniture
- reuse of the water
- playground
- structures for shadow and partial separation

THE SOCIAL PROGRAMME
- bring a private female coded activity in to the public
- work against the isolation of women
- provide women with the opportunity to meet & discuss
- create social networks
- create a possible income, by washing clothes
- a safe space, possibility to choose the level of exposure 
- a child-friendly space
- activate a calm area, making it safer

LAUNDRY - WATER 
This laundry node is in the narrow edge zone of one of the less 
active streets. Therefore this node has a closer and a clearer 
relationship to the street. The platform is lower, using the laun-
dry benches to divide the platform into smaller, more intimate 
spaces, while the keeping the visual connection. When hanging 
the wet clothes, the drying racks act as temporary walls creating 
shadow, needed when waiting for the laundry to dry.  

The laundry benches designed to suit the needs of he common 
way of doing laundry by hand. They are build up by three clay 
basins, two that are used for washing and one that is used for 
wringing out the water. The basins are connected to a large con-
crete tube with a bio-sand filter system, cleaning the water to 
give the users the possibility to use the water more than once. 
The water can be bought from the water tank in the centre of 
the site, costing approximately 1 KES (0,1 SEK) per litre. 

The entire platform is surrounded by a brick gutter, leading the 
overflowing water back to the floor around the water tank. Here 
it is pouring down between the separated bricks into a well, that 
is later is transporting the water to a hub. 

LAUNDRY
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LAUNDRY
 laundry benches with fixed clay buckets 

The laundry is done in clay buckets, that 
are fixed in raised benches. The buckets 

are connected to a filtration system, 
making reuse of the water possible. 

DRYING RACKS
 drying racks that are providing shadow 

The roof consists of metal bars, that are 
used as drying racks. When the clothes are 
drying, they are casting a shadow over the 

laundry benches and the seating area.  

WATER TANK
 water tank and seating area

The water that are used are collected at 
the water tank, costing 20 KES (2 SEK) 
per 20 litre. The water can be reused mul-
tiply times due to the filtration system in 
the benches, lowering the cost for each 

laundry occasion.  

WAITING AREA
seating, for interaction during drying time

The process of laundry create a long wait-
ing time, when the clothes are drying. 

For this purpose, there are big areas ded-
icated to seating, providing possibility for 
the women to interact and create social 

networks. 
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PLAYGROUND
spaces for women needs child friendly spaces

At a site for women there will be children, 
because the traditional values that still 
puts the woman in full responsibility for 

the children.   

RELATION TO EXISTING
an expandable system

Because the scheme consist of multi-
ple, disconnected parts, the plan can be 
stretched and altered depending on the 
current situation. In this specific case the 
playgrounds have been separated in order 
create a small place in front of a existing 

shop. 

THE BRICK WALL
climbing wall and shelves

Some of the stones in the brick wall are 
turned, making it possible to either use 
them as shelves or drying places (laundry) 

or as a climbing wall (playground). 

skala 1.100 (A3)
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skala 1.100 (A3)
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1.  Brick 215x105x65 mm 
2.  Stone 300x230x230 mm 
3.  Concrete cladding using    
 local Nairobi red sand 
4. Footplate, 60° angle  
5. Steel pillar 40x40 mm 
6.  Z-beam 
7.  I-beam 

8. Clay basin  
9. Concrete cylinder Ø600 mm 
10.  Reservoi
11. Standing water
12. Biolayer
13.  Filter Container 
14.  Filtration Sand
15. Separation Gravel
16.  Outlet Tube 

17. Gutter made of bricks
18.  Brick without a mortal
19. Tilting pre-fab concrete pipe 
20.  Well, water container 

21.  Curbstones
22. Speed bump

Built Washing Water

By exclude the mortal the brick floor
acts as a well

Bricks can be used as hangers for 
clothes or small shelf

The bench is constructed by prefab cylin-
ders framed by bricks, filled with concrete 

skala 1.50 (A3)
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Extrovert & Introvert

Movements and Interaction
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The Kitchen Node 
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The Laundry Node 




